
  

February 2016, vol. 
47 No. 2 Kauaʻi Historical Society 

Wahi Pana o Wailua 
(Storied places of Wailua) 

by Randy Wichman 

6:00 pm – March 24, 2016 
Līhuʻe Public Library 

Free to KHS Members/ $5 Donation for Non-members 
You would be hard pressed to find a more knowledgeable speaker on the wahi pana and legends of Wailua than 
former KHS President Randy Wichman. The son of historian Frederick B. Wichman, Jr. and grandson of both Juliet 
Rice Wichman and Gladys Brandt, he continues the family dedication to preserving and sharing the storied past of the 
island.  

A Perpetual Gift from Donald L. Donohugh, M.D., F.A.C.P. 

The Story of Kōloa: A Kauaʻi Plantation Town 
Dr. Donohugh has assigned royalties for his expression of aloha to the Kaua`i Historical Society. Published 
in 2001 Dr. Donohugh relays the monumental role Kōloa played in Hawai‘i’s history including the 1835 

arrival of missionaries the same year that the first sugar plantation in the 
Islands was built there.  The fading oral histories of many Koloa elders are 
recorded in this invaluable resource, along with early written accounts—
including diaries and personal letters—by the first sailors, missionaries, and 
plantation workers to visit Koloa centuries ago. Illustrated by early and 
contemporary photographs of Kaua‘i’s people and places, along with some 
of the first maps of the area, the history of this tiny town is brought to life. 
 
Reviewer Lee B Croft stated, “I would say that Dr. Donohughʻs scholarly 
erudition and his personal involvement with the consulted “kupuna” make 
this work the best there is on several aspects of Hawaiian history….he 
depicts the life of pre-contact Hawaiians and includes Kaua`iʻs unique 
aspects, his work is simply the best version there is in all of Hawaiian 
studies.”  
 
Mahalo nui loa a pau Dr. Donohugh for your love for Kōloa, your work to 
capture our history, and your generous donation to The Society. Available through Mutual 

Publishing and Amazon and soon 
on our website. 



 

According to the late Robert C. Schmitt, State Statistician, the first 
population census in historical times was undertaken in Wainiha 
Valley near the beginning of the nineteenth century. “At a time as 
late as the reign of Kaumuali`i, the local konohiki (or headman) 
making a careful census of the valley by villages, from the sea mauka 
returned upwards of 2000 souls,” 65 of whom were described as 
menehune—the legendary race of small people who worked at night 
building fishponds, roads, and temples.    
In Polkʻs Hawaiian kingdom statistical and commercial directory 
and tourists' guide, 1880/1881, this description was provided: 

…Hanalei Point. A mile further on is the pretty little village 
of Wainiha, where there are about a dozen native houses 
scattered about. The valley here runs up from the sea into 
the heart of the mountains for twelve miles. At its mouth it is 
about a mile and a half wide, and from thence narrows 
down to half a mile in the middle of its course. Immediately 
afterwards it opens out again to a width of six miles, and is 
there surrounded by very high mountains partially covered 
by a great variety of trees. The bottom of this valley, the soil 
of which is very rich, is largely cultivated by the Chinese for 
rice and by the natives for taro. An inexhaustible supply of 
water renders it highly suitable for both these crops. 
 

The valleyʻs isolation was well suited for hiding as a September 18, 
1893 headline in the Pacific Commercial Advertiser announced, 
“Fourteen more lepers found in Wainiha Valley.” Sheriff Sam 
Wilcox delivered them to Hanalei where they were transported on the 
schooner James Makee to Honolulu.  They described the hut they 
built in Wainiha, how they lived on taro and fish. 
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Ellen Zepp 
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January 27 – February 29, 2016 
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Joan C Pratt 
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 E. H. W. Broadbent Foundation, 
Samuel Pratt 

Chevron Corporation 

Wainiha Valley 
Photo by John De Mello 
The Nature Conservancy 

 

Our Mission is to collect, preserve and 
disseminate the oral, written and pictorial 
history of Kaua'i County and to educate 
ourselves and the public about the 
history and cultures of Kaua'i and 
Niʻihau.  
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Kaua'i Historical Society is a private, non-
profit 501©(3) organization supported by 
its membership and grants. 
 
P.O. Box 1778  
4396 Rice Street, Suite 101  
LĪhuʻe, HI 96766  

Open Monday-Friday, 10:00-4:00, except State 
holidays  
Phone 808-245-3373; fax 808-245-8693 
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